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RETAIL TRADING HOURS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.05 pm]: The Liberal–National government has 
delivered a series of reforms to retail trading hours. Over the period 2009–12, six separate amendment acts were 
implemented in accordance with the government’s policy of making moderate, incremental changes to retail 
trading hours. These were designed to allow small business and the broader community time to adjust to the new 
arrangements and to make the most of the opportunities. Major achievements include providing general retail 
shops in the Perth metropolitan area with the option of trading until 9.00 pm on weeknights from 1 October 
2010, and also with the option of trading on Sundays and most public holidays between 11.00 am and 5.00 pm, 
from 26 August 2012. In October 2011 the government also relaxed the restrictive criteria applying to staff caps 
placed on small retail shops in order to assist them in the transition towards the deregulation of trading hours. All 
these reforms have provided greater flexibility and opportunities for retailers and consumers alike. 

I am pleased to report that Sunday trading has proved to be very popular with consumers and most retailers, and 
has now become one of the busiest and most important shopping days of the week. This should not come as a 
surprise. For customers, particularly busy families, trading hour reforms have provided greater choice and 
allowed them to better balance their active lives. For businesses, the new opportunity to open during a broader 
range of hours has increased their flexibility and choices. Industry associations advise that the introduction of 
Sunday trading has created new jobs, boosted sales and investment in the retail sector and shopping centres, and 
attracted national and international retailers that intend to establish new shops in the Perth metropolitan area. 

The government recognises that the retail trading hours regime could benefit from further reforms, which may in 
the longer term include replacing the current arrangements with more modern, less prescriptive legislation that is 
simpler to understand. The Liberal Party made an election commitment to further relax restrictions placed on 
small retail shops so that up to 25 persons rather than 18 persons can work in a shop at any one time, and so that 
eligible persons may own up to a maximum of four shops. These amendments have been included in the 
Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment Bill 2013, which is currently before the Legislative Council. 

A special extension for Sunday trading in the lead-up to Christmas, as well as extended trading hours on Boxing 
Day, have also been announced today by the Minister for Commerce. This will give all retailers, large and small, 
the opportunity to cater to the demand from shoppers and also to provide customers with greater convenience, 
choice and flexibility. The government is looking at a number of options to remove further anomalies. I note that 
the government’s process of continued incremental change has meant that the statute has been under constant 
review since 2009. The government will continue to listen to the community and industry around trading hours 
as it considers options for change. 
 


	RETAIL TRADING HOURS
	Statement by Parliamentary Secretary


